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Introduction
Established as one of the six original principal organs of the United Nations (UN), by its charter in 1945, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for over 70 years has been delegated the responsibility of overseeing the role of the UN in post-crisis economic development of member states. Particularly poignantly given the UN’s post-WW2 founding, the ECOSOC has been looked to as a body that strategically plans not only hypothetical idealized plans for economic development, but more crucially, addresses the economic issues of countries that are emerging from destructive conflicts. As early as 1946, in the third resolution passed by the ECOSOC, E/211/Rev.1, the council identified economic reconstruction of areas devested by conflict to be a point of focus moving forward from WW2. Instead of simply resolving to fund the redevelopment of countries on a case-by-case basis, E/211/rev.1 emphasizes the development of sustainable strategies to combat barriers to economic reconstruction including the lack of vital infrastructure, complex post-war relationships, and the inevitable immediate internal crises continuing to occur in the post-war state of a country. 
Since its founding, the ECOSOC has passed several hundred resolutions and decisions related to the topic of economic recovery in devastated areas, ranging from broader sustainable strategies to establishing sub-committees to address economic recovery of specific nations. Despite these efforts, several root issues with economic recovery remaining in the 21st century prove difficult for ECOSOC, as a primary advisory body, to effectively address. 
[bookmark: _Int_hMYWDiu0]  The intuitive problem with economic recovery in post war countries is that international conflict both expends resources during conflict and limits international trade partners post-conflict. Treaties may end active hostilities but rarely restore normalized trade relationships. Economic support from global economic superpowers has proven to be effective monetarily but can also increase polarization over a partially resolved conflict. As humanitarian and economic aid from foreign countries is increasingly viewed as a political declaration of countries' stance on the conflict, the role of independent third bodies like the UN becomes increasingly important. In the case of economic recovery post-conflict, the ECOSOC is a central committee where negotiation between member states and sustainable planning of relevant UN bodies takes place. 
Definition of Key Terms 
Capital Stock
The amount of stock a company can issue according to its charter. Issuing Capital Stock can be a method for companies to raise capital. 
Economic Reconstruction 
Efforts to once again stimulate economic growth, after an event, often a war or violent conflict, that 	resulted in economic decline. 
Less Economically Developed Countries 
A phrase used to describe countries with a smaller economy proportionality to the country's potential based on its size of labor force. Some indicators of LEDCs are Gross National income per Capita, among others focused on human and environmental development. 
Sanctions
Restrictions on trade to a country imposed a response to unfavorable decisions (such as going to war) or policies that were created. Countries with significant economic influence can use sanctions to show political disagreement, without using military force.
Fiscal Debts
Total magnitude of what a government owes to any and all of its creditors. This debt is built up through the sulmation of several fiscal deficits, entities created by governments expendure exceeding it’s revenue.  
Conflict Relapse 
A renewal of violent conflict between similar parties over a similar issue, after a temporary period of peace. Factors such as economic under-development and ongoing ethnic and religious tensions contributed to the possibility of Conflict Relapse. 
Vital Infrastructure
Technological systems that are essential for an economically prosperous society. Generally accepted to include transportation, communication, energy and water supplies. 
Capital
Physical and finicial resources including assests, that make up the wealth of an entity, such as a country. When entities are considering investments, such as countries considering post-war reconstruction strategies, they will consider their initial amount of capital to assess the feasibility of such an investment. 
Corruption
Abuse of power by individuals with authority, typically through dishonest conduct, with the object of self-gain. Corrupt practices by government officials can be especially detrimental to both long-term and short-term economic development plans. 
Legitimacy 
The degree to which a government's right to rule is accepted by its citizenry. Governments that are emerging from conflict and not viewed legitimate often find there to be more barriers to economic reconstruction. 

History & Developments 
History and roots of economic devastation in post-war nations 
The potential economic cost of war is a phenomenon deeply rooted in the history of human conflict. Up until worldwide society became largely globalized, in local wars, it was common practice for victors to plunder the territory they successfully invaded, leaving the defeated society not only with a significant death toll and loss of manpower, but also a distinct lack of resources. While the practice of plundering physical resources has decreased over time, economic devastation for defeated nations has inevitably continued to accompany other wartime losses. 
Recent studies show that national economies tend to suffer more in the years following a conflict as compared to the onset of the conflict itself, which exacerbates the need for effective economic reconstruction strategies. Specifically, violent conflict is observed to significantly harm capital stock as well as decrease investments. While these negative consequences have immediate economic drawbacks, the effects are more detrimental when considering a post-war context. Borrowing constraints, particularly, as result of decreased investments and capital, hinder effective economic reconstruction; that may require large-scale investments. Importantly, Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs), which tend to have less diversified economies, are often unproportionally hindered in economic reconstruction based on stated negative effects.  
There are many potential reconstruction strategies that attempt to address such issues, yet even so, states emerging from conflict tend to face similar internal and external barriers to successful economic recovery. 
	Complex post-war international relations 

External barriers to economic reconstruction during and post-wartime are quite apparent. Aside from obvious embargos between adversaries, major economic powers tend to utilize measures such as sanctions to present their political alignment on a conflict without entering the violent conflict itself. While such measures may limit the magnitude of bloodshed, they severely limit the ability of the nations to reconstruct economically, even post-violence. 
Beyond sanctions against nations that are perceived as hostile, nations emerging from post-war conditions, weather belligerent or non-belligerent, must face consequences instigated by wartime economic decisions. Financing war, regardless of offensive or defensive, is extremely costly. The urgent nature of violent conflict often forces governments into high military spending, which, when combined with lower revenues during wartime, inevitably causes large fiscal debts. Such debts can be particularly destructive when considered under the context barriers to post-war global trade, like sanctions, as previously discussed, or simply the decreased volume of trade that a country in a hostility participates in. In some cases, countries emerging from conflicts may be held to debts that they unable to or refused to acknowledge during actively violent periods. In such instances debts can particularly hinder economic recovery, given the buildup of unpaid expenses, which is a significant barrier to transforming to a functioning post-war economy. 
Another noteworthy concept is that of the post-violence relationship between warring states. While occasionally, treaties that end violent conflicts may fully resolve disputes and restore pre-war trade conditions, it is also common for opposing states to continue to hold hostilities against each other. In these cases, economic recovery may be limited by continuing restrictions on economic activity with adversary countries. Furthermore, if post-war nations continue to hold hostilities to the extreme of making subsequent violence a possibility, nations may feel compelled to continue to direct significant capital to military developments, that could have otherwise been utilized for economic recovery. 
	Continuous Internal Crissies 
External actors aside, an unproportionally large number of internal crises in countries emerging from 	conflict further worsen conditions for economic recovery. Most studies in this area focus on the effect of the war's destruction of infrastructure, which may have been strategic military targets during wartime, but post-war may service general population needs. Thus, it is intuitive that its destruction could cause internal crises that hinder economic recovery, even after the war. 
Water, for example, is resource vital for supporting a general population, but depending on a given country’s climate, it may require specialized infrastructure to obtain and thus can be a significant barrier to economic recovery if absent. The current situation in Yemen effectively illustrates this idea. As per being in a region with little natural rain fall, Yemen relies heavily on extracting underground water, which requires specialized infrastructure. Throughout tthe Yemen civil war, much of this infrastructure was destroyed, causing widespread water shortage. Eventually, this crisis escalated to the point of significant internal displacement, dashing any hopes of economic reconstruction. 
Similarly, other vital resources, like electricity or fuel, likewise hold importance in allowing economic reconstruction. Simply put, effective economic reconstruction is not feasible if wartime destructions have caused there to be vital resource shortages. 
20th century conflicts, developments, and efforts 
After the UN, along with the ECOSOC, were founded in 1945, numerous conflicts ended in the latter half of the 20th century, rendering several nations attempting post-war economic recovery, with diverse results. The successfulness of reconstruction efforts varied by factors including, the country’s status, the magnitude and type of conflict, and the time at which the conflict ended. 
	Post WWII economic devastation and reconstruction efforts
As a body formed shortly after the conclusion of WWII, the devastated condition of the global economy was of obvious concern to the newly formed United Nations, particularly in war-torn Europe. The UN most directly contributed to reconstruction efforts via a predecessor organization (which was woven into the UN at its founding in 1945), the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), which provided aid for vital resources including medical supplies, food and clothing, to areas of Europe and China that were in poorest condition due to the war’s destruction. Aid from the UNRRA rendered recovering nations more able to focus capital on normalizing non-wartime economic conditions. It is also worth noting that the United Nations Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF) along with the United Nations Educational, scientific, and cultural organization (UNESCO) were also founded during this time, and time, and significantly aided reconstruction of devastated areas, though their efforts were more focused on immediately apparent emergencies, not overall economic reconstruction.   
Possibly more effective than any WWII economic reconstruction effort put forth by the UN, was the plan put in place by individual global economic powers. In these cases, efforts towards economic reconstruction, while they may have been supported by the newly founded UN, were more effectively led by global economic powers, due to more available allocation of funds. The United States-led Marshall plan is likely the most effective attempt at economic recovery post-WWII.  This plan, passed by the United States executive in 1948, included 13.3billion US dollars of finical assistance to Western Europe, along with establishing closer trade relationship. The Marshall plan was highly effective because it provided an initial large aid package, suitable for capital to restimulate economic activity, followed by longer term measures, like secure trade relationships, which provided for sustainable continuation of economic activity in the post-war era. 		
	Korean War Case study 
The negative and positive outcomes of the highly globally interconnected Korean War (1950-1953) amplify both barriers to post-war economic recovery, along with some highly successful long-term strategies. 
The internal variation of post-war developments in South Korea over time alone highlights the importance of effective governance after conflict eras. In contrast to the situation known today, in the years immediately following the war, the economic turmoil in the south was arguably even more severe than the north. Yet this was not for a lack of international recognition and support. Similar to the Marshall plan, the United States, a strong ally of south Korea during war time, provided several billion dollars of financial support to South Korea in hopes of restimulating the economy. However, unlike how Europeans engaged in the United States’s long-term trade plan, when the US suggested that South Korea build a trade relationship with Japan based on agricultural export, the ruling regime refused, largely due to lingering anti-Japanese sentiment. This lack of a long term sustainable economic strategy made is so that in some years, up to 80% of government revenue was arriving from US aid, and subsequently, the South Korean economy did not see significant recovery for several years. 
Corruption, and subsequent loss of legitimacy towards the ruling South Korean Government in eyes of the citizenry, also plagued the governments numerous internal attempts to stimulate economic growth. 
The economic turning point for South Korea is widely recognized to be the start of the First Five-year economic plan by President Park Chung-Hee. Starting in the 1960s, this plan is often credited to be the start point of South Korea’s transformation from an war-torn agrarian society to it’s modern economy. 
The case of South Korea’s recovery from conflict provides an interesting platform to examine the role of the UN in the issue. The UN’s major efforts to aid reconstruction, where led by the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA). Initially, similar to the US aid, the organization’s efforts provided some relief but did not establish continuing economic development. In essence, the external support from the UN and other parties was not truly effective in building a long-term economic recovery strategy until appropriate domestic policies were in place. This emphasizes how merely a dedicated UN body may not be a very effective solution, until appropriate internal changes are made. 
Ongoing challenges in the 21st century 
Despite individual success and failures in economic recovery throughout the 20th century, the intuitive root issues of post-conflict economic recovery remain present. Though the monetary value of economic reconstruction efforts remains high, systematic problems often prevent these funds from being effective. 
The cases of countries like Afghanistan and Somalia, which ongoingly have never integrated into normalized global economic conditions, testify to the fact that sending large aid packages into regions with limited sovereign governance systems, and high degree of corruption and mismanagement, rarely results in positive economic results. 

Major Parties Involved (Focous on the ECOSOC and subsidiary organs, along with UNICEF+UNDP+ ADHOC groups
United Nations Economic and Social council (ECOSOC)
The ECOSOC was one of the six principal organs established in the UN founding, and as previously discussed has passed several hundreds of resolutions that pertain to post-conflict economic reconstruction in some form. However, it is also crucial to note is the evolution of the role of the ECOSOC throughout the 20th century. As the UN continued developing more branches of organization, the amount of practical work performed towards economic reconstruction decreased, as tasks were increasingly delegated to other bodies, such as the UNDP. 
Additionally, the continued limits in funding for the ECOSOC allowed the ECOSOC to continue in its organizational and advisory roles, particularly over its sub organs, while participating less in practical groundwork. During 2005, 36 resolutions were passed that pertained to post-conflict economic reconstruction, however since then, there has only been one resolution per year that pertains to economic reconstruction to any degree. 

ECOSOC AD HOC groups
AD HOC is one of the many official UN sub-organs of ECOSOC. Initiated by resolution 2002/1, the purpose of AD HOC groups was to monitor and report to the ECOSOC the situation in specific countries that had been economically devastated by conflict. Since its founding and subsequent use in Guinea-Bissau, it has also been utilized to monitor the situation in Burundi (2003-2006) and Haiti (2022-present). 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
The UNDP was founded in 1965 via merging two previous UN organs. In the abstract, the UNDP is meant to address the same economic and social issues as the ECOSOC, but the structure and function of the Development Program varies greatly. 
As a UN agency, in contrast to a UN Organ, the UNDP does not pass resolutions and decisions in the same way as the ECOSOC does, but it can be delegated tasks by other bodies. Additionally, unlike the ECOSOC, the UNDP has more consistent forms of funding from member states and thus is more able to initiate and participate in programs and initiatives, such as post-war recovery plans, that require physical allocation of resources and workforce. 
This capacity of the UNDP emphasizes the role of the ECOSOC primarily as an organizational and advisory body, with the purpose of coordinating the roles of other organs, not their own.  
United States of America 
As per its status as the current largest global economy, economic and political decisions made by the United States regarding post-conflict economic recovery have far greater implications then any decision made by the UN. Intuitively, countries like the United States with large economies have a higher capacity to give foreign aid, which is supported by historical trends. This report previously discussed the importance of US aid in the case of the marshal plan, and the economic recovery of South Korea, however these are only two instances among many, where aid from the United States was significant in stimulating economic activity leading to recovery. According to US systems, all foreign aid geos through a government agency labeled as the United States Agency for international development (USAID). 
However, in large economies, unfavorable economic and political decisions likewise have a greater capacity to restrict foreign actions. The United States initiated sanctions are a prime example. Include the examples of US sanctions hurting post-conflict redevelopment. After the Cold War, the United States has favored sanctions as method of giving political support for a war without directly entering it. While trade restrictions with a single country may appear avoidable, United States sanctions have become a more complicated affair.  Previously, the US has not only levied trade restrictions between themselves and targeted countries, but also threated specific countries who fail to likewise sanction, with secondary sanctions, thus increasing the magnitude of economic destruction based on trade sanctions. 
People’s Republic of China
Though its economic influence does not have as deep historical roots as the United Sates’, the PRC has emerged as a key economic actor in modern geopolitical interactions, including in international financing. Similar to the United Sates, as a large economic power, the economic decisions of the PRC carry significant implications.  Recently, some of China foreign financing related economic decisions have been showcased through the Beld Road initiative (BRI), a Chinese led initiative that aims to assist nations around the world with infrastructure development via generous loaning. While some criticize the initiative as a debt trap, the immediate benefits of it, particularly in the LEDCs, are undeniable. Nations emerging from conflict such as Ethiopia, have particularly benefited from the BRI, as it provides financing for rebuilding of vital infrastructure, which as previous discussed, is at the root of the issue of economic devastation in war-torn regions. The BRI is a ongoing initiative, and many of its results are yet to be seen. 
Oxfam (and other NGOs) 

Oxfam is a particularly outspoken international non-governmental organization (NGOs), that has ongoing operations in several locations globally. Oxfam influences are not only restricted to their places of operations, as they also boast a well-developed press, that helps raise public awareness of need for economic recovery in war torn regions, as well as advocates against national or other organization's decision making that limits the aid given towards reconstruction. Recently, Oxfam contributed directly to economic recovery in regions emerging from conflict including Palestine, Lebanon, and South Sudan.  
Oxfam is merely one of many similar NGOs that is actively contributing to the economic development of areas recovering from conflict. Traditionally, NGOs are helpful in providing short term-immediate relief to devastated populations, in ways including short term infrastructure projects or emergency shelters. While these efforts may not immediately connect to economic recovery, they can be effective still by mitigating negative effect of continued post-war internal crises, which allows governments to focus on longer-term sustainable development. 
Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
Many of the most effective attempts to solve this economic issue, unsurprisingly, revolve around sets of beneficial economic practices, typically set as a precedent by MEDCs. One such precedent is economic policies in MEDCs that support Generalized Systems Preferences (GSP). The theory behind GSP, is that a MEDC, voluntarily sets import tariffs of goods based on their origin, such that goods arriving from countries in worse economic conditions have a higher chance of being purchased into the MEDCs market. While the practice of GSP is certainly not limited to benefitting countries that are attempting to recover economically from violent conflict, it can prove very useful for restimulating post-war trade. Particularly in LEDCs where the wartime economy and workforce may have been entirely devoted to military financing, GSPs can help rebuild economies based on exporting manufactured goods. 
This report previously discussed the successes in economic reconstruction seen in the Marshal plan and South Korea. However, important also, is to note the previous attempts of MEDCs to work with the economies of LEDCs to post conflict that have been ultimately unsuccessful. The ongoing chaotic state of Afghanistan, despite significant efforts to rebuild it economically, exemplifies this. Despite the United States, a MEDC, investing more than 140billion USD, an amount that far exceeds the aid given in either the marshal plan or in the reconstruction of South Korea, in reconstructing the nation, limited economic independence was ever achieved. By far, the biggest factor in this was corruption among local authorities, which prohibited US investment, though large in magnitude to effectively restimulate an economy moving out of an era of active violence. 
Historically, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has engaged in several strategies that approach the issue of economic reconstruction post-conflict relatively comprehensively. The IMF clearly identifies Fragile and Conflict Affected States (FCS) and has targeted polices that aim to not only provide immediate relief, but includes sustainable plans for them to eventually exit the category. 
Relevant UN Treaties and Events
· Name of the Resolution, Date of the Resolution (Resolution Number, example: A/HRC/RES/50/10)
· UN involvement, relevant treaties etc.
· E/211/ Rev. 1 (III) -- adopted in only the third session of the ECOSOC, E/211 was the first ECOSOC resolution to establish reconstruction of the devastated area as a point of discussion for the council. Given the its 1946 adoption, it was likely passed with consideration of the areas still left desolate by WWII. 
·  A/2029 (XX) -- Adopted by the General Assembly in 1965, the 20th session, A/2029 established the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), along with its basic structure and goals. This resolution was significant because it established a UN body that would grow to be utilized by the UN for practical responsibilities, like development initiatives in specific member states. 
· E/2002/304 Adopted by the Economic and Social in 2002, this resolution initiated an AD HOC group on Guinea-Bissau (previously discussed). More importantly than the single group that it started, it established the precedent of the ECOSOC creating AD HOC groups to monitor nations emerging from violent conflict; internal and external. 
· There are multiple hundreds of other relevant ECOSOC resolutions, most of which, however, pertain to a specific conflict, instance, or plan for economic recovery, as opposed to a generalized decision. It is also worth noting that the way resolutions, both ECOSOC and General Assembly resolutions are labeled. Since 1989, resolutions are stored on separate documents, and are numbered according to the year of their implementation. 

Possible Solutions (talk about how UN alone isn't enough based on previous examples) 
First and foremost, before any long-term economic development strategies can be considered, immediate military threats have to be removed. It is necessarily for there to be frameworks in place that ensure lasting peace for a conflict, such that neither party feels obligated to prioritize military expendure over economic development, before economic recovery can be invested in. The UN along with NGOs could be effective mediators of a lasting agreement, as per their status as natural third parties, however, intervention of other member-states is also highly encouraged to increase the legitimacy of such agreements, by holding accountable parties involved to the terms of such an agreement. 
Once the threat of conflict relapse subsides, there also need to be appropriate internal improvements, to render a post-war nation in a condition to receive external investment. Severe internal inefficiencies along with corruption or similar hindrances to efficient movement of funds must be removed, in order for aid to be effective. Central governments of countries emerging from conflict may lack the capacity to implement these changes immediately, so conventions or joint programs facilitated by the UN for purpose of capacity building may be helpful in this regard, without sacrificing the individual sovereignty of the member-state. 
Reforming the international geopolitical trade dynamic may seem a daunting task, but incremental steps towards protecting the economic growth of LEDCs against reckless economic decisions made by MEDCs may prove effective. In particular, international agreements that set parameters around the use sanctions as a political tool, for the specified purpose of protecting economic growth of LEDCs, may improve the chance of countries re-entering the global economy after a period of war. As, the greatest victims of international sanctions are often not the intended targets, agreements among MEDCs regarding the use of sanctions may have potential. 
If external economic relationships, along with internal governance conditions can be normalized, longer-term investments in economic growth of a country emerging from conflict have a higher probability of being effective. In this stage programs like the UNDP and NGOs with similar objectives, supplemented when appropriate with finical assistance from MEDCs, can lead initiatives like skilled-labor training, or economic planning initiatives, that promote long term economic wellbeing of an economy. Such programs and initiatives should consider and depend on the nature of the workforce of the given economy. 
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