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Introduction
Starting in the 1990s, fighting across the Democratic Republic of the Congo has stretched into decades. Violence persists where government reach remains limited, particularly in eastern regions like North Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri. There, non-state forces profit from unregulated mining while manipulating long-standing community divisions over identity and property. Because of this pattern, vast numbers of people have fled their homes; reports confirm frequent violations of basic rights. Aid requirements rise steadily amid unstable conditions.

Roots of the conflict stretch far back. Institutions built during colonial times stayed weak, while leadership after independence could not extend control nationwide. External upheavals made these problems worse - especially the 1994 Rwandan genocide, sending fighters and arms spilling into eastern Congo. As years passed, tensions at community level, lack of resources, and competition over mineral wealth fed ongoing fighting. What exists now is not one war alone, rather an interconnected pattern where armed groups, illegal trade, and ineffective government keep feeding off each other.

What unfolds in one area often spills into another. Armed groups cross frontiers while nearby governments face claims of supporting opposing sides to guard their stability. Operations led by Congo’s military, occasionally joined by allies from the region, yielded uncertain outcomes - sometimes pushing more people from their homes instead of restoring order.

Despite diplomatic efforts by global actors, peace in the DRC hinges on MONUSCO’s presence - a force stretched thin by shrinking budgets and logistical hurdles. Because armed conflict persists, aid demands grow, yet confidence in outside intervention wanes among local populations. Although troop mandates emphasize safeguarding civilians, real-world impact falters under structural weaknesses. Fragile security conditions ripple across borders, unsettling nations throughout the Great Lakes area. Even with international backing, long-term calm feels distant amid escalating unrest.
Definition of Key Terms 
Armed Groups
In areas where state reach fades, armed factions emerge. Eastern DRC hosts many such entities - groups like M23 show military precision; others, known locally as Mai-Mai, act on community-level agendas. Operating beyond government command, these organizations rely on force to achieve aims tied to power, profit, or local influence. Their actions form a core source of instability. Some align under banners of rebellion; others grow from village defense roots yet shift toward exploitation. Territory comes under their grip, not through law, but through dominance. There, they collect payments, mimic governance, restrict movement, control farmland. National boundaries, loosely guarded, allow escape, supply flow, reinforcement. Cross-border mobility supports survival. Illicit mining funds operations - minerals extracted without oversight feed ongoing activity. Authority gaps at home, combined with unmonitored border zones, create space for persistence. The absence of consistent enforcement lets networks endure. Not all groups share structure or origin; however, most depend on chaos to sustain function. Control over resources replaces legal mandate. People live within overlapping claims - one official, one enforced by arms. Instability feeds recruitment; violence becomes routine.
Conflict Minerals
Minerals like gold, coltan, tin, and tungsten in the Democratic Republic of Congo often fund armed factions through their trade. These materials become tools of ongoing violence when extracted under coercion or sold without regulation. Control over mines, roads, or checkpoints allows militant organizations to draw income from mineral operations. Revenue flows into buying arms, compensating combatants, securing land, and reinforcing dominance across regions where state presence is weak. Profits tied to such resources help prolong instability by empowering non-state actors economically.
Internal Displacement and Internally Displaced Person (IDP)
An internal displacement refers to each new forced movement of a person within the borders of the country of their habitual residence recorded during the year. An IDP refers to someone who has been forced to flee their home but remains within their country’s borders. Since 2008 to 2024, 29.8 million internal displacements have occurred in the DRC, and 2024 alone saw 5.3 million internal displacements, with more than 6.2 million internally displaced people. This figure continues to rise, as people forced to flee by disasters, conflict or violence join those who have been living in displacement for years or even decades and have not yet achieved a durable solution.
History & Developments 
Colonial Legacy
The eastern Congo crisis is rooted in the way the Congolese state was built under Belgian colonial rule. Belgium treated the Congo as a place to extract resources. Infrastructure plus labor were organised only to move raw materials - first rubber, copper and palm oil, later other minerals - out of the territory as fast as possible. Roads but also railways ran from mines and plantations to the ports - they were never meant to link regions together or to create an internal market. Many Congolese were barred from meaningful education or political participation - at independence the country had almost no trained administrators, judges, civil servants or army officers capable of running a large, diverse state. In practice, the colonial state looked powerful at the top but was barely present outside the towns. Rural areas depended on local chiefs as well as informal authority, while rulers relied on force rather than accountable institutions. That pattern still shapes the east, where the state is largely absent - few police, weak courts and little trust in official authority. That vacuum allows armed groups to offer protection, levy taxes or control trade routes.

Post-independence instability
Following independence in 1960, Congo fell into prolonged political unrest, eroding its national structures rather than reinforcing them. The early years brought upheavals like breakaway movements and leadership battles, revealing a weak central authority and the readiness of regional leaders to use force for personal gain. Gradually, the nation - later renamed Zaire - settled into autocratic rule under Mobutu Sese Seko, a pattern continuing for many years. Control persisted not through strong governance but by favoritism: loyal figures received jobs and financial privileges instead of systemic reform taking root. Over time, corruption turned into a way of running things, while public services weakened - particularly beyond the city center. Across much of the east, people relied on unofficial networks to stay safe and sort out disagreements. Where government fails to uphold agreements, resolve property conflicts, or shield residents, force often fills the gap. That history shapes today’s unrest; remote regions carry deep frustrations over being overlooked, underinvested in, and policed by abusive forces. Such settings make it easier to gather fighters and boost backing for armed factions saying they guard tribal interests or ancestral territory.

Impact of the Rwandan Genocide
Not long after the 1994 massacre in Rwanda came upheaval across the border. Into Zaire streamed thousands fleeing violence - some ordinary people, others linked to defeated forces behind the killings. Along the frontier, settlements meant for shelter turned into strongholds. Attacks launched from those areas fed instability deep inside Congo. From Kigali, leaders saw danger growing just beyond their southern edge. Because of this, they insisted safety could not stop at national lines. What unfolded next played a role in sparking the First Congo War (1996–1997), as Rwandan and Ugandan backing helped local groups topple Mobutu. From there, tensions spilled into the Second Congo War (1998–2003), drawing in numerous African nations alongside a web of militias. Despite official peace deals, disarmament never took hold in eastern Congo. Rather, armed men, guns, and unsettled power struggles stayed deeply embedded. In the Kivus, the shadow of genocide altered how people saw identity: debates around who counts as citizen, who fits where, who owns what plot of soil - particularly among those called “Rwandophone” - began feeding into fears over safety and control. One key factor behind ongoing clashes lies here: force is used not just for profit, yet also to decide boundaries of inclusion, ownership, and rightful rule.
Fragmentation of armed actors
Years passed, then small armies in eastern Congo grew - splitting often as conflict served dual roles: safety and profit. Protection of villages against hostile fighters or corrupt troops sparked some formations, yet over time, several turned aggressive instead. Controlling land gave strength, so rebels taxed highways, demanded money from locals, seized mineral sites, or took hold of market zones just to endure. Leadership quarrels caused fractures within ranks; meanwhile, peace agreements promising jobs or military inclusion divided loyalties - one part agreeing, another breaking away entirely. Nowhere is instability more clear than in the shifting network of armed factions, each reshaping violence without ending it. What began as disagreements over old deals and soldier integration fed the rise of M23, a movement whose return forced thousands to flee and strained relations across borders. From another direction comes the ADF - a force not born locally but shaped by Congo’s terrain, weaving into village trade networks while increasing attacks on noncombatants. Because struggles mix local grudges, foreign competition, and illicit profit streams, any broad fix feels just out of reach. When armies push back in one zone, fighters vanish into forests, join new names, change methods, or regroup elsewhere - all while root causes like broken institutions, unchecked crimes, and funding through war stay untouched.
Major Parties Involved 
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)
Operating mainly in eastern DRC, the ADF stands apart from regional militias focused on local disputes or control of resources. Driven by radical ideology, it enforces a harsh version of sharia through brutality, believing in an end-time vision that justifies murdering those outside their faith. Civilians frequently bear the brunt - massacred, taken, or driven from homes during raids on settlements. Though rooted locally, ties to global jihadist circles have emerged over time. This shift has sparked unease about how far its violence might spread beyond borders.
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
What drives the DRC most is reclaiming control where armed factions weaken state presence. To prove its reach, the government focuses on stabilizing borders, protecting civilians, yet preventing rebel territories from becoming autonomous pockets. Control over mining regions becomes critical - unchecked extraction could feed insurgent economies. Although the national army bears much of the burden, internal shortcomings reduce overall impact. Tension simmers still. Accusations fly - Kinshasa insists Kigali supports M23 rebels, feeding suspicion across government halls. To ordinary people near the edge of borders, this feels less like politics, more like displacement written into daily life. Cooperation exists, true; joint efforts pursue the ADF through shared operations. Yet trust? That remains thin, frayed by history and uneven commitments. On one hand, coordination works in bursts. Meanwhile, unease grows over what Uganda aims to gain next door - economic reach, influence, unclear motives shaping decisions behind closed doors.
Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo (FARDC)
Tasked with defending national borders and ensuring public safety, the Congolese armed forces struggle due to poor preparation and fragmented supply chains. Though expected to lead missions against insurgents, certain battalions face allegations of misconduct, graft, or ties to rebel factions. Disorganized leadership compounds operational failures, while lack of monitoring worsens accountability gaps. Because of such behavior, confidence among citizens erodes steadily over time. Weak infrastructure further hampers deployment across vast regions.
M23
A highly organized armed rebel group operating in DRC. Also known as the March 23 Movement, it is named after the March 23, 2009 peace agreement, which it claims the Congolese government failed to fully implement, specifically regarding the integration and political representation of former rebel fighters. Unlike loosely structured militias such as the Mai-Mai, it operates with disciplined command structures. Urban warfare marks their strategy - Goma once fell under their hold for days. Control over land and supply routes enables sustained presence across eastern provinces. Accusations tie them to foreign backing, especially from Kigali, though Rwandan officials reject any involvement. Regional instability grew sharper when offensives resumed after years of dormancy. Civilian flight increased dramatically wherever fighting spread. Peace efforts faltered each time negotiations approached progress.
Rwanda
Security along its borders drives Rwanda’s stance in the eastern DRC crisis - keeping hostile forces away stands central. Controversy shadows its role: multiple nations and UN reports claim Kigali backs M23 with arms or logistics, though Rwandan officials reject such claims outright. Trade links, shifting alliances, and talks behind closed doors shape how deeply Kigali engages. Mutual suspicion between Rwanda and the DRC heavily defines Kinshasa-Kigali relations.
The United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO)
A major long-term United Nations effort in Central Africa focuses on shielding non-combatants, backing efforts to strengthen governance, while also guiding changes within Congo’s military institutions. Protection work has helped reduce bloodshed in unstable zones - opening routes for aid delivery alongside close tracking of abuse reports. Despite this, challenges persist: sprawling jungles and rugged land slow response times; rebel factions shift tactics unpredictably; national leaders often resist foreign involvement. In local communities, skepticism toward the operation has grown, fueled by doubts about results, which sparked demonstrations demanding an exit. Though intended as support, the presence increasingly draws criticism over broken promises and limited impact.
Uganda
Security remains a central concern behind Uganda's involvement in the eastern DRC, mainly due to persistent threats from groups like the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) that have targeted Ugandan soil in the past. Joint military efforts with the FARDC aim to weaken ADF strongholds, secure movement across borders, while lowering chances of future incursions. Though counterinsurgency drives much of the collaboration, economic factors shape Uganda’s stance too - stable conditions in eastern Congo support vital trade routes linking Uganda to markets throughout the Great Lakes. Despite these shared goals, questions emerge over Kampala’s ties to informal commerce in war-torn zones, where profit motives may blur lines between partnership and predation. Trust falters as Kinshasa sees opportunity amid intervention, wondering how much of Uganda’s presence serves interests beyond safety.
Timeline of Events

Depending on the subject, this section may not be entirely necessary. Bringing clarification is still advised, though. Please chronologically list the major events that occurred for the topic.
	Date
	Event Name
	Description

	June 30, 1960
	Independence of the DRC
	Congo gains independence from Belgium

	April 7 to July 19, 1994
	Rwandan Genocide
	Regional destabilization affects eastern DRC

	1998-2003
	Second Congo War
	Involvement of multiple African states

	2010
	Establishment of MONUSCO
	UN mission replaces MONUC

	2012
	Rise of M23
	Renewed insurgency in North Kivu

	2022–Present
	Renewed M23 activity
	Escalation of regional tensions


Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue


In 1999 the United Nations sent MONUC - in 2010 it became MONUSCO. The goal was to steady the country and shield civilians from the widespread violence. The mission has stopped some large-scale massacres plus has helped help agencies reach people but the force still finds it hard to react quickly across Congo's huge and rugged landscape. Limited resources, political constraints, and rising public frustration have shrunk the mission's reputation and clouded its future work.
Regional bodies and nearby governments have tried many diplomatic moves to ease tensions and to push the DRC and outside players to talk. The plans sought to curb cross border meddling and armed-group action through truces and small trust building steps. Feeble enforcement, deep mistrust or repeated breaches have kept those efforts from turning into durable peace.

Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) Programs set out to persuade fighters to hand in weapons and return to ordinary life. While some combatants participated, many programs failed due to insufficient funding, lack of jobs, and ongoing insecurity in reintegration areas. As a result, former fighters often returned to armed groups, undermining the long-term impact of these initiatives.
Relevant UN Treaties and Events

· United Nations Security Council Resolution 1925 (2010) – Establishment of MONUSCO

· United Nations Security Council Resolution 2098 (2013) – Intervention Brigade authorization

· United Nations Security Council Resolution 2667 (2022) – Sanctions renewal on armed groups
Possible Solutions

Regional diplomacy works when neighbours talk to one another on a fixed timetable. The DRC and its regional partners should meet often, send mixed teams to check what is happening on the ground and share the same maps of cease fire lines. A single telephone list shared by all general staffs prevents rumors that one capital is secretly arming the enemy. The organizations that already exist in the region should publish every report they receive and sanction any member that breaks the noninterference promise.
To stop humanitarian devastations, radios along the forest edge should broadcast warnings in local languages when armed columns move - trucks with troops or police should be coordinated and arranged to reach the threatened village within hours. Every court with jurisdiction must open a file when a village is burned or a help worker is shot.
MONUSCO's budget is thin - it must be spent where the risk to civilians is highest. Congolese officers, Ugandan officers, Burundian officers and the mission should plan operations from the same room to avoid two armies chasing the same rebel band while another village is left defenseless. Patrol schedules and incident reports should be pinned on notice boards in the market square - people who read them will stop treating the blue helmets as spies.
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